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The Defense of the Augsburg Confession
By Philip Melanchthon (1597-1560)
Translated by F. Bente and W.H.T. Dau

The Apology of the Augsburg Confession was written by Philip
Melanchthon during and after the 1530 Diet of Augsburg as a
response to the Pontifical Confutation of the Augsburg Confession,
Charles V’s commissioned official Roman Catholic response to the
Lutheran Augsburg Confession of June 25, 1530. It was intended to be
a defense of the Augsburg Confession and a refutation of the
Confutation. It was signed as a confession of faith by leading Lutheran
magnates and clergy at the meeting of the Smalcald League in
February, 1537, and subsequently included in the German [1580] and
Latin [1584] Book of Concord. As the longest document in the Book of
Concord, it offers the most detailed Lutheran response to the Roman
Catholicism of that day as well as an extensive Lutheran exposition of
the doctrine of Justification. (By Wikipedia)
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